What is the IWMP?
Montana’s Constitution guarantees the right to a clean and healthful environment for our and future generations. Under this charter, the Montana Legislature passed the Integrated Waste Management Act in 1991, which includes the mandate for an Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan (IWMP). In the spirit of that act the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) prepares, and the Board of Environmental Review (BER) adopts this plan. This plan strives to strike a balance between managing waste and conserving resources.
Every five years DEQ issues an IWMP that reports on materials management and source reduction trends in Montana. DEQ receives input from a stakeholder task force that included representatives of local governments, solid waste and recycling entities, environmental organizations, citizens and other interested parties. The report also sets aggressive goals to divert waste from landfills and compares these goals against past targets. 
IWMP Hierarchy/Priorities:
1. Source Reduction
2. Reuse
3. Recycling 
4. Composting
5. Landfilling and Incineration
Diversion Target Goals:
The Act set the goal to reduce, according to the hierarchy, the amount of solid waste generated in the state and established recycling and composting reduction targets. Building on the work of the 1991 Legislature, the 2005 Legislature updated these target goals to better reflect the ability of DEQ to calculate waste diversion rates based on materials recycled and composted (Section 75-10-803, MCA). Currently, licensed facilities voluntarily report these amounts on renewal submissions, and a voluntary survey is sent to all recycling facilities not required to hold a license. Because this survey is not mandatory, some facilities choose not to submit recycling data. Therefore, it is likely that Montana waste diversion rates are higher than DEQ’s calculated percentages.
State and local governments, universities, K-12 schools, businesses, and citizens of Montana must continue to develop and improve partnerships to increase recycling/diversion of solid waste. The last goal set by the legislature was a diversion rate of 22 percent by 2015. 
The Materials Management Program (MMP) believes that the amounts are underreported, and the 22% diversion rate is being reached or exceeded.
The MMP will continue using the 2015 measurement of 22% until the legislature establishes new timelines and goals for diversion. DEQ will utilize the common strategies recommended by the Task Force to build upon past successes and to build momentum at local and state levels. Education and outreach will continue to be the foundation of the MMP’s efforts over the next five years as will be working with community and business partners and supporting stakeholder efforts.
For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Dusti Johnson (406-444-6499) or Megan Wingard (406-444-2835), DEQ’s Materials Management Specialists from the Waste Management and Remediation Bureau. 
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